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	 Alice	 takes	 a	 trip	 down	 the	
rabbit	hole	 in	 this	panto	version	
of	the	classic	tale,	meeting	all	the	
usual	 suspects,	 playing	 croquet,	
looking	after	babies	and	having	a	
tea	party.	
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proudly supported by

Information Day: Saturday	14th	March	
at	1pm	Coolum	Civic	Centre

Audition Date: Saturday	21st	March	
12:30pm	Coolum	Civic	Centre

Enquiries: 	Johanna	0407	873	232

Show Dates: 4, 5 and 11,12 July

by Archie Wilson
directed by Johanna Wallace
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DIRECTOR’S Welcome

Finding a great play, one that makes you laugh out loud when you first read it, can be a challenge – especially 
when it has to follow my great CTP debut in March 2014 (“Four Weddings and an Elvis”) and the remaining 
stellar shows of 2014 (“Sweet Charity” and “Nunsense”).

However, after many, many scripts that failed to meet the mark, I had the great fortune to find “STiFF” by Kiwi 
April Phillips.  A great title with suitable amounts of double entendre, an intriguing mix of two of the world’s 
oldest trades and some lovely characters that have been wonderfully brought to life by my talented cast.

It has been a pleasure to welcome some new friends to CTP as well as to renew some old friendships.  As 
always, there’s a great team that support the actors you see on stage and my heartfelt thanks go out to Chris 
McMahon and Jenny Gilcrist for everything they’ve done.  Babs Newton, David Blake and Heath Maltman ensure 
that the cast and props are where they should be and can be seen and heard.  Julia Loaney has excelled with 
her publicity and found Gregson & Weight at Noosa who lent us the coffin.

Will Angel succeed in keeping Swipe’s name from over the door?  Will Delilah use all the Dettol the world can 
produce?  And just what is going on in the crypt?

To everyone involved front of house (led by Sonia Maltman), behind the scenes and on stage – thanks for 
a great experience and I hope to do it again soon.  To you, our audience, thanks for coming along – please 
spread the word that fun can be found in a funeral parlour and we hope to see you back here soon.  

David Coleman
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JESSE HANA ELLISON 
Angel Delight - a prostitute,  the heiress of the funeral parlour
Jesse has studied musical theatre, dance, stage/screen acting, and 
standup comedy.  She appeared in numerous musicals, pantomimes, and 
farcical comedies at Twelfth Night Theatre. Highlights include touring 
internationally with Jon English and John Inman.   Since joining Coolum 
Theatre Players in 2009 she has performed in “Cinderella”, “The Young 
Ones”, “Flying Feathers”, “The Great Pretenders Encore”, “Urinetown”, 
“Adrift in Macao” and most recently “Sweet Charity”.  She’s very much 
looking forward to tackling her third role as a call girl!

JULIAN WHITE
Robert Swipe - a funeral director    
Originally from the UK, Julian first appeared on stage when seven years 
old and has been acting, then directing ever since.   Returning to the 
stage in New Zealand in 1995, Julian has acted and directed numerous 
plays and musicals.  He’s worked extensively with his actor wife Kirsty 
both on stage, directing her and being directed by her. Since moving to 
the Coast three years ago, they have been theatrically active, principally 
at The Lind in Nambour.

ANTONY BROWN
Delilah - an obsessive compulsive cleaning transvestite
Tony accidentally entered the theatre world through his three daughters 
seven years ago.   Living in the Lockyer Valley he joined the local theatre 
group and became addicted to the stage.   This is his first role with 
Coolum Theatre Players since moving to the Coast late 2014.   He’s 
excited to be bringing Delilah to life for this comedy and thrilled with 
the opportunity given to play such a larger than life character.

ORIANA PACKMAN
 Roxanne Paine - a dominatrix                                                 
Oriana started acting in school musicals and community theatre at 
around 12years of age.  She moved to the Sunshine Coast in the mid 
nineties, joined Eumundi theatre and performed in a number of plays 
and musicals including “Pygmalion” and the chiller “Veronicas Room”.  
Taking a break to bring up children, Oriana returned to Coolum in 2013 
to play Princess Lil in “Puss in Boots” followed by Carmen, a dance hall 
hostess, in “Sweet Charity”.

KAY ELLSUM 
Sherry -  a prostitute, quietly spoken, totally dizzy, not too bright.
Kay completed a Bachelor of Creative Arts in Theatre and later went 
on to become a music/drama teacher.  Her first performance in local 
theatre was as Hunyak in Noosa Arts “Chicago” back in 1990.  She’s 
been in many productions on the Coast and Brisbane since as well 
as performing with XS Entertainment at The Sydney Fringe Festival 
2010 and Noosa Long Weekend 2012.  In 2014 Kay had a small 
part in the short film “Angel” by Ian Pugh, written for and entered 
in Tropfest.

LINDA GEFKEN 
Mrs Beaton - Linda returns to Coolum Theatre Players, this time on 
the stage, after directing two very successful musicals;  “Sweet 
Charity” 2014 and “Urinetown” in 2012.  Linda has appeared on 
stage many times over the years, in comedies, farce, tragedy and 
review.  Her favourite roles were in “Necessary Targets” (a gritty 
story set in the refugee camps of the Serb/ Croatian conflict), 
the iconic “Don’s Party” and Noel Coward’s “Fallen Angels”. She is 
delighted to be treading the boards again in this small but pivotal 
role. 

HAMISH WOOD
Judge Beaton/Lawyer (STiFF) - Hamish is no stranger to the stage 
having performed with Repertory Theatre and Sumner Theatre 
Group in Christchurch. Last year his acting roles included a cameo 
role as Mr Frobisher in the Eumundi based production of the “Vicar 
of Dibley” and his first appearance for Coolum Theatre Players in 
“Four Weddings and an Elvis”.  Up against ‘stiff ‘ competition in the 
audition phase of this very entertaining play, Hamish has scored his 
second on-stage performance with Coolum Theatre Players.

CAST Members
CAST Members
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Angel Delight, the illegitimate daughter 
of a funeral parlour director, inherits the 
business when her father dies. Before she 
can sell the business and the land (which 
is much more valuable) she has to continue 
to run the business as a funeral parlour 
for a further five years. Unfortunately she 
knows nothing about the funeral business 
but a lot about prostitution.
 
Angel and her team of ‘girls’ (including an 
obsessive compulsive cleaning transvestite 
named Delilah) run an undercover mas-
sage parlour in the funeral home keeping 
up appearances despite the prying of a 
disgruntled former employee who felt he 
should have inherited the business.
 
Suspenders, death by misadventure and 
unorthodox embalming techniques feature 
in this zany, quickfire comedy.
 

RAFFLE PRIZES generously donated 
by

“HERE 
FOR MORE 

PEOPLE 
THAN 
EVER”

Family owned and operated 
Funeral Directors since 

1897


